Critical Thinking

You have probably heard it said many times and in many ways: You can’t take a trip without a good roadmap, or: You can’t build a house without a plan.  What do either of these sayings mean in real life.  Your probably not thinking of building a house or taking a trip this very instance, so why is this important?  In each of these analogies, planning is the underlying requirement to be successful at the task.  You plan the trip as well as make plans to go by in building the house.  

Why then do we have trouble planning for other areas within our lives?  Many people will tell you that they take life as it comes.  Minute by minute, day by day.  What ever will be, will be.   Seems kind of loose ended when you stop to think about it. Actually very few people live their life that way.  They may want you think that they have a cavalier life style, but in essence, even the most cavalier person you know does make plans.  They just don’t want you to know it.

What is missing in most of their existence is the path to true planning.  What they are saying is that they lack the ability to apply critical thinking to their life.  Many of them do not know what critical thinking is and that is the purpose of this article.  To give you an overview of applied critical thinking, with the expressed purpose of applying it to your lifestyle.  A word of caution is required here.  Once you begin to apply critical thinking to your life, once you begin to practice its art, you will also look closer at your friends, relatives and neighbors.  You may even loose some of them, because life will not be the same after this.  So if your intention is to maintain a caviler life style, despite the odds against you of maintaining it successfully, then stop reading now.  

If however, you are looking for ways to improve your life, get better grades, get out of the rut you feel you are in, or fulfill the dream you always have had, then this article is for you.

Critical thinking, stage one.

Critical thinking requires an objective.  What is it that you want to accomplish?  Better grades, college, better relationship with parents or friends?  Regardless of what it is you want, properly applied, critical thinking can – and will – play a role.  

For the purpose of this article, let’s choose a topic such as wanting to go to college and begin there.  Most high school students know that in order to succeed in today’s technical market place, one must have a college education.  Your father or grandfather may or may not had needed that degree in the industrial age we grew up in, but there is very little chance of getting that highly paid position without one today.  So with that in mind, select three things that are required in order to go to college.  Write these three requirements down on a sheet of paper.    Let’s say you selected:  Sufficient grades, Money, & Desire.  Follow the flow chart to see how these elements fit together in a critical thinking path.

As you can see in this simple illustration, if you can answer yes to all three requirements, you stand a good chance of going to college, but what if the answer is no to any one of the elements.  Let’s follow the path out on the no side and see where this leads us.

 – continued

Now what happened?  At first, because of lack of money, you college dreams appear to have vanished.  Is there any way around this or do we end it here.  Let’s see.  Apply three variables to the no answer.  (just because we are using three for the sake of article length, does not mean there are not more possibilities) 

In order to get money what three possible solutions are there?  Say you selected the following:  Get a job, Apply for a grant, or rob a bank.  Lets start with get a job and plan out the process flow from there.

  - continued

OK, so robbing a bank is out because that lands you in jail.  Getting a job is out because in order to get a full time job, making enough money to save up for an education, you would have to leave school, which blows the first requirements far up on the flow chart.  Getting a scholarship grant appears to be a plausible solution but, how do we go about  getting that scholarship?

Apply the same principles.  Think of three methods of getting a scholarship.  Lets say you selected Get High Grades – Honor Roll, Apply for a Hardship scholarship, Join the Military.  Follow the flow chart now.

The flow chart depicts a high school junior with average grades.  So getting on the honor role appears to be rather far reached unless a lot of painful nights are spent in studying.  Both parents are living which puts the hardship scholarship probably out of reach.  (shipping your parents to Alaska for awhile is not on option here)   For this person, joining the military fulfill the requirements.  All other aspects have been answered along the critical path.  Each decision has had it variable applied, and each decision has been truly answered.  

Can a variable be changed along the way towards the path towards college?  Of course it can, but each change has its own set of variables that must be applied to the overall objective.  Each variable both upstream to the objective as well as down stream requires a honest decision as to its authenticity in the overall equation.  

Once mastered, critical thinking can be a vital part of your everyday life style.  It no longer will appear fashionable to take a cavalier approach to life.  This is what I warned you about in the beginning.  Your friends and family may not have the understanding you now do.  This will cause you to suspect that they have little in the way of preparation for all that they are going to confront later in life.

If applied, you will find that you will develop a new awareness of yourself.  You will know where you are going, what it will take to get there, and what you may expect along the way.  If you set your objective, using the methods outline here, you will find that you will reach your goal.  Very few detractions, will lead you off the path and, if they do, you now know where you can get back on quickly.

Through said it best.  I followed a path into the woods until I cam to a fork in the road.  Taking the one less traveled etc.

